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Mr., w. T. Klusman reportsa the perilous cond1 tlon or 231st 
stree-t and Narbonne Ave-nus, due to: a ' l~ge acoumul.atlon of storm 
_tel". He said that tra1't'1c,nter1ng said 231st Street doss so at 
a greet r1 sk and saud that some-thlng be done to eliminate the con
dition. Councilman Hitchcock reported that the S~reet Department 
1s pumping the water out as rapidly as is possible to do so. 

Mr. winkler, 2031 Gramercy Avellue, voiced a complaint 1!t6ainst 
the City having graded the alleY,.!leer Ilis house in such a D14llner as 
to leave it, he sa1d, low 1n the m1dd'le,allow1ng water to drain 
,from. both ends of the all.y onto his property. He said his "sa;rage 
1s pracUeally oollapsed and his house 1s wet as a result ' ot the. " 
condition above mentioned. , ',< 

, Ellglneer Jain said he doubted whether there 1f8.s ,~h water 
to Uood any prOJPerty 1n the<local1ty mentioned. The, alley l?;ad not, 
he asserted~ b$en graded in the manner m&ntioned by Mr. Wi~.r. 

Counc1lman Powell confirmed Mr. Winkler's statements that his 
property is flooded. " , 

. Street Sup er1nt end en t Gasooigne said the condition oouldbe 
alleviated with very little dift'iculty. , , , 

Mr. Gasooigne and Mr. Jain were instructed to investigate the 
matter and take whatever steps are nec&ssary to reHeve the ' ~n
dition. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved all bills properly a'lld ,l"ied be pald. 
CounCilman Babcock seconded the motlon, whlch waa earriad 'by' the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
MUrray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: , None. ABSEN'l': 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 8:45 P.M., upon motion of Councalman Hitohcock, secbnded by 
G()uncilman' Murray, the meeting adjcmrned. 

APPROVED: 

.=J~/~r&~ 
Mayor of the City o:e Torrance 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRAlIIaE 

Torrance, California 
Much 11, 1941 

The C1ty Council of the City ot' Torrance convened 1n a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, Callforn1s p on 
Tuesday, March 11, 1941 at 7.45 P.M. 

Mayor MaGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present be1ng 
Councilmen: Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and KoGuire. Absent~ 
Councilmen: None. 

COuncilman Hi tchcook moved tha"t ,the. minutes of a Regular Meet
ing he'ld February 25, 1941 be approved as" wri tten. CouncllDl8ll 
Babcock seconded the motion, which .... scarried unanimously. 

IBITTENCOMMONlCATIONS 

A communication was read frQm Walteria Oivic Organization, re-
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questing removal of the small park at the intersection of Hawthorna 
Boulevard and Newton Avenue in Walter1a. 

Oouncilman Babcock moved tha.t the matter be . referred to the 
street Department for action. O~ncilman MUrray seconded the motion, 
which _8 carried 1U1Ilnimously. 

A cOIllI\lunication was read from Dr. Katherine F. Siakmann, request
ing that a red parking zone be painted in front of ·her place of 
business. 

. ·Clouncilman Powell moved that the request be granted. Councilman 
.'Baboock seconded the mot1on, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the P~ent-Teachers-Association, 
requesting that the crossing at 220th street and Martina Avenue be 
drained. 

Councilman Hi tchc.ock moved t1:l.a.t the matter be referred to the 
Engineering Department for invest1gation and report. Couneilman 
Powell seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the 4th Area Sons ot The American 
Legion regarding the parade to be held June 7, 1~41. It was requested 
that the follOwing matters be approved: (ll parade rQute (2) closing 
of a portion of Cravens Avenue to park1ng during certain hours of June 
7, and (3) pla.c1ng of the reviewing stand on the steps of the City Hall. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the above matter be approved and 
the requests .granted. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

A statement signed by six owners of property on SOnoma Street 
was read, in which it was agz:eedthat the set-back line on the south 
side of SOnoma Street between .Acacia Avenue and the alley west ot 
Madrid Avenue be changed to allow the proposed entry to the nrst 
Lutheran Church in line up with the existing entry of the Parish Hall. 

Councilman Hitchcock asked whether or not the six signatures 
represented all the property owners who would be affected. Engineer 
JaiIh.,eQ.vised .that all the owners were represented with the exception 
of owne;r of propert.Y on the corner at Beech and Sonoma Streets, who 
resides in New JerHY, address unknown. 

Councilman H144hOock moved that the request to change the set
back Line illS above mentioned be grant,d. COUncilman Murray seconded 
the m6tion~which was carI1;ed unanimously. 

A communication was read ·troa the Milky Wil11ams+odge, Loeal 
No. 1414, protesting purchase by ~he Oity of '.Corranoe of any aIld all 
prpduets manufactured by the Ford Mpt'orGompany uhtil such time as 
sa14 company compl1es with laws of th$ United States of America, and 
urging cancellation of contract entered into between the City ot 
Torrance and the Ford Motor go~p.ny for purchase ot twa Ford busses. 
(Note: purchase author1~ed Febl!'aary 25, 1~41). . 

Councilman . Baboock asked .A.ttorney McCall wh.'b.er or not a c;on
tract could legally be oancell.d~ Attorney 1IcCall advised that a 
contract which has been entered'. into cannot le~lly De cancelled. 

Mr. Beight in tqe assemblage cited the Newark, New Jersey case, 
in which, he asserted, thecoUfts ~pheld the city in cancelling a 
contract after it had been entered into. He also said that the 
National Defense Committee had cancelled large contracts with Ford 
Motor Company due to said company's disregard of laws. 

Councilman Powell stated that he is in full accord with the 
principles or unions of the United States, and that firms who 
comply with the national labor laws should b ~gi ven full support. 
As to what acti9n is in order now in connection with the purohase 
by the City of Torrance of vWO busses from Ford Motor Company, Mr. 
Powell pointed out that legal guidance should determine the co.urse 
of action. He stated further that when.the bids for busses were 
checked, it was disclosed that the Ford busses were the only ones 
meeting requirements of the City of Torrance. 

Councilman Babcock stated that, although a mistake may have been 



made the contract was entered into in good faith because the busses 
met the requirements of the CIty and were the lowest in price, being 
a.pproximately $1,000.00 lower than any other bid received. He main
tained that the unions should have contaoted the Council before the 
purchase was made, and make the unions' attitude toward Ford Motor 
Company known. 

Mr. Beight contended that anyone who reads the daily ne.wspapers 
should know that Ford Motor COmpany is on the unfair list and be 
guided accordingly • 

. ' " Cou~cllman Babcook moved that th~ City Council meet March 18, 
194-1 for the pu.rpose of receiving an opinion from City Attorney 
McCall as to what action, it any, should be taken regarding the 
suggested cancellation of contract entered into between the City 
of Torrance .and Schultz &. Peckham, Agency of Ford Motor C,>mpany, 
for purohase of two Ford busses.. Councilman Murray seconded the 
motion, which .was carried unanimously. 

A oommunication dat~d March 7, 1941 from the County of Los 
Angeles Board of Supervisors was read, enclosing oopy of an order 
adopted by the Board of Supervisors on Maroh 4, 1941, authorizing 
the use of any of the three methods described therein in arriving 
at valuations of tax-deeded properties proposed to be sold to 
municipalities. 

The order was read in full. 
Referred to the Associated Assessment Engineers~ 

Clerk Bartlett presented a request for extension of agreement 
with the State Relief Administration for assignment of Relief 
Workers and a Certifioation of Funds. 

Councilmen Hitohcook moved that the Clerk be authorized to 
request extensiOn of ~emant for AssigDlIIfmt of Relief Workers, 
No. 198, Projeot No. 1612, to cover period from Apr11 1, 1941 to 
June 30, 1'il41, inclusive. Counoilman Babcock seconded the motion, 
which was ~arr1ed by the following roll call vote: AY.ES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babooak, Hi'ichoock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A oommunication was nad from the Associated Assessment ll:nginaers, 
urging the Council to adop.t a :resolution· urging passage ot Assembly 
Bill No. 1635 now pending betore the S*ti4I Leg1$18!ture. whioh bill 
will permit the payment of taxes without pe:nal t1as and 1nterest and 
will be in efrect tor a period of one hundred and twenty (120) days. 

Counoilman Powell wanted to know what the object of adopting 
the bill would be. He said he would prerer to study the matter 
thoroughly before ' taking. action. Gouncllman Hitchcock appro,ved tl:,l.is 
idea, and suggested that the Associated Assessment Engineers be con
t§cted by the City Olerk and asked to furnish additional information 
about the proposed bill. 

Clerk Bartlett present.ed and read t1 tIe to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 142'7 

RESOLUTION OF THE O'ITY crOUNOIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE RE~UESTING REGIONAL PLANNING 
COMMISSION OF COlJNTY OF LOS ANGELES TO 
CHAm-E NAME OF PROEOSED LOMITA AIRPORT TO 
TORRANCE · AI~ORT. 

Councilman H1tchcock .moved that Resolution No. 1427 be adopted. 
Qounc11man Baboock seconded the mot1on, whiCh was carried by the 
t"ollow1ng rol;l oall vo'liie: A.YES~ COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hi tchc:ock, 
Murray, Powell and McGulre. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 
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Mayor McGuire gave a briefrellort of the League of California 
Oities Mayors'and Counc1lmens' meeting held in Fresno March 7 & 8, 
1941. He said an in~eresting toplc of disoussion had been airports. 
He commented that a number ot c'i ties Who acquire airports through the 
Defense PrograIll may possibly be faoed wi th the pro'blem and expense of 
maintain1ng them after the 1mmed1ate emergency ceases. In view ot 
this tact,he continued, disappointment should not be felt if Torrance 
fails to acquire the proposed a1rport. 

Councilman Murray added a few remarks p1trtaining to the Fresno 
m~et1ng. 

,Attorney MoCallreported that, in regard to the Cabr1l1o Avanue 
right ot way matter, the case had been tried in the condemnation suit 
ag8.1nst the Pacifio Eleotrio Railway Oompany Maroh 5, 1941 and that 
. judgment had been ordered for the C1 ty of Torrance. 

Councilman Powell moved that, in the future, no one be employed. 
by the eUy wi thout the knowledge of the entire Council I1Ild without 
the oonsent of a majority of the Council. Oouncilman Murray seconded 
the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

, , 

COunollman Murray moved that the City Clerk be instruoted to write 
letters to nery organization within the confines of the City of Torranee 
including Parent-Teacher Alasociatlon, servioe clubs, labor organiza
t1ons·, and businass clubs or organizations, notifying them that the 
C1ty Council meets regul81'tly on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of eaoh month 
and urging tlNl-teaoh of tlle organizations send a representative to the 
meetings; thAt each of ~.he organizations be notified of speclal meet-
1ngs as , they are called. ' OVUncilman Babcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. . ," 

It was suggested that the organizations be requested to post a 
not1ce of the regular meeting dates, of the Counc:1l On 'their bullet1n 
board. 

Couno1lman Powell moved that all labor organizations w~tb.1n the 
confines of the C1ty of Torrance Who have lists of firms they consider 
unfa1r to organized labor make said ~air lists" ava1lable to the 
City Council. Councilman Murray seconded the motion, 1Ihich was 
carried unanimously • 

. COUllcilm,an Babcook euggested that a n-esolution creating a C1 ty 
Bus L1ne department be adopted, at which time Clerk Bartlett presented 
and read title to: 

BESOLUTI ON NO. 1428 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE CREATING A MUNICIPAL BUS LINES 
DEPAaTMENT. 

Counc1lman Ba'bcock moved that Resolution No. 1428 be ado.pted. 
Councilman Murr~ seCOnded the motion, which ps carried by the 
follOll'ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Murray, Powell and MaGuire. N<ES: COUNClI:I.MEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Babcock moved that L. J. G1lmeister be appOinted 
Manager of the Torrance Municipal Bus Lines at $1.00 per year. 
Councilman Murray seconded the motion,which was oarried by the 
toll06ing roll call "lote: AYES: COUNCI LMEm: Babcock, Hi tchao'ck, 
Murray, Powell and McGu1re. NOES: COUNCILMEN~ None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire moved tbat the Oity Olerk be authorized to ad
vertise tor bids tor a por'&ble air oompr ••• or tor ~orrano. Mun1a1pal 
Wa~er Distr1ct No.1. Counc1lman H1tchcn,c.k seoonded the motion, 
whloch was carried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Hi tClhcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: C:OUNCILMEN. 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. • 



ORAL OOMMUNlOATIONS 

Mr. Klusman asked again about an i tam appearing on the qual"terly 
report of th,' To·rrance Municipal Improvement Di8triot No. 1 as "Un
classified investment" in the amount ot $38,000.00. He asserted that 
this amount _represented funds on depctBit in the bank and claimed the 
whole amoull,t shoul.d be classified. He s .sked what the "'unolassified 
investment" represented. ' 

Mr. stanger, Manager of the Wa te:r Department, . explai ned to Mr. 
Kl\lsman that the amount represented the difference in the -appraised 
v~lueset by the Oi ty Engineer at the time the water dlstrict was 
purchased and the actual amount paid for said water district. 

Mayor McGuire advised Mr. Klusman he could examine the books of 
. the a1 ty at any time he sO desired, and ofteredto have the Olerk call 
Mr. Klusman pe~SQnally and invite him to discuss the matter with the 
City Auditor the next time Mr. Cotton makes an audit. 

Councilman Hi tehcock moved all bills pro.perly audited be paid. 
Counc1lman B"beock seconded the. motion,' which was carried by the 
following roll eall vota: AYES: aOUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Murray, P01I8l1 and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mr. Dunsmore, 1027 Acacia Avenue, entered an oral objection to 
stores, espeCially markets, being allowed to oc(iupy the sidwalk in 
conducting their businesses. 

Mr. Dunsmore brought up the matter of garbage collections, 
stating that collections are made from the front of the street where 
he resides instead of in the alley at the rear as is done everywhere 
else throughout the City. Michael Straszer of the Torrance Herald 
substantiated Mr. Dunsmore's allegation and 8,id collections from 
the alley ~G,~d be appreciated. 

Clerk 'Bartlett was instructed to notify Mr. Green, Garbage 
Collector, to begin making his collections on Acacia Street trom the 
alley and to notify the residents ot Acacia Street to place their 
garbage oontainers in the alley. 

Counoilman Baboock inquired whether or not an ordinance is in 
e1'f~ot which regulate.sd1stance upon public siaewalks stores can 
place their wares. Clerk Bartlett replied in the af1'1rmative. Chief 
Stroh advised that the ordinance allows them only one foot on the 
public sidewalk. 

Atter considerable discussion between various persons in the 
assemblage and the Counoil, Chief Stroh was authorized to make an 
investigation of the oondition .complained of and make a report at 
the earliest possible date. . . 

Engineer Jain asked whose responsibility it is to collect for 
broken or damaged lamp poles, damaged streets, etc. He said his 
department had made several efforts to collect from a certain 
person who signed_a promissory note, but to date had been unable 
~o oollect. He related that ,various reports 'had been given him to 
the effect that the Police DepArtment, the Engineering Department and 
the City Atto_rney's Office should assume. theresponsH)ili ty of 001-
lections. He asked tor a definite ruling as to Where the respon
sibility 11es. 

At g:15 P.M. _. upon motion of Councilman Babcock, seoondedby 
Councilman Murray, the meeting adjourned to March 18, 1941 at 4:45 
P.M. 

APPROVED: . --

!1Vffk :til! o~ 


